
Chapter V

1886-1888

CATTLE BUSINESS IN THE STRIP

DAILY LIFE IN THE STRIP

HERRON’S MARRIAGE

RODEO • BLIZZARD OF ‘88

In order to tell all this law business, and about the court trials, I

have had to run ahead of my story. But I would like to tell more about

the people of that area and about the range cattle business there, and the 

reasons for its downfall, for I have not seen much written about that

country.

Through those thirteen years I was in the Strip, from 1880 to 1893,

the cattlemen generally enjoyed success if you will except two periods

of storms, the storms of 1885-86 and the Blizzard of ’88 when they lost 

many cattle. The land was free, there was good grass most years, and

we had a well-watered range. Cattle prices were up and the grangers

were raising good crops of corn, castor beans, and sorghum by

1885-86. We had a dry year in 1887, and there was a money panic, but

our people were not greatly affected, for we had little money anyway.

The killing of cattle by grangers eventually led to cattlemen killing

families. That ended the indiscriminate and unauthorized slaughter of

beef cattle on the range. In 1888-89 we had good years, but in 1890-91

the grass was short. Many cattle were sold to the settlers on long terms,

as low as $9 a head, and this often included cows with calves at their

side.

None of the big cattle companies had bought land in the early

years, for no land there could be bought or sold legally. Neither did

they pay taxes on it, nor on the cattle they held there in the Strip. Their

only expenses were for horses and equipment, for food for their men,

and for their wages, about $30 a month for good hands. A company

that held 40,000-50,000 head of cattle would employ thirty to forty
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cowboys in busy seasons. Some of those big companies made money

so fast in the earlier years that they began to get the idea that they

owned the land and everything on it, and that their cowboys had the job 

of holding the property for them.

One of the sillier rules that was passed by The Association forbade

grangers, who might own a few head of cattle on the range, from

working with the wagons of Association members. This created

ill-feeling between the two groups.1 There was one granger family

located on the Cimarron that had brought in about 400 head of

Arkansas cattle. These cattle were soon scattered all over the range.

The family had two half-grown boys, fourteen and sixteen years of

age. The younger of the two came to the Healy ranch and told me his

father had sent him to work on the roundup. He asked if he could eat at

our wagon. He stayed overnight with us and I learned that his brother

had been allowed to work with the M Bar wagon by John Over, their

ranch manager, who, though an Association member, was no stickler

for all of their foolish rules and regulations.

The M Bar range adjoined Healy Brothers on the east. George

Healy was a charter member of The Association, and he was all

wrapped up in its affairs. But George was a good man, a fair man at

heart, and he understood that we should maintain good relationships

with the settlers for our own good. When John Over and I had put our

own personal cattle on the Healy range and the M Bar range, George

made no objection, and he told us that it would not bother their

operations. So I was relieved when I asked George whether the boy

should go with our wagon or not and he nodded his head.

That fall when we shipped the beef herd I went along with them,

for I had two carloads of my own grassed-out steers on that train. Healy 

Brothers, John Over, and I all shipped to the same Commission House

at Kansas City—Offett, Elmore & Cooper Company. I knew Frank

Cooper, one of the executives, pretty well and he told me there were

400 head of big steers in the Texas Panhandle that I could buy worth

the money. He even made me a loan, and I got possession of those

steers.

That winter, when we returned from market, I spent quite a bit of

my time watching over these cattle on the range, and visiting in the
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town of Benton. It was beginning to be a lively little town. There were

two saloons, one owned by Tom Parker, a friend of mine. George

Healy always ordered his whiskey through him. John Dix operated a

still near there, and since George wouldn’t drink white whiskey

because of its moonshine appearance, Tom thoughtfully boiled dried

peaches, and strained off the juice and mixed it with the white liquor to

produce a beautiful amber-colored and fancy-flavored drink with a

sweet, cordial taste. Tom Parker didn’t drink, but his brother Bill drank 

enough for both of them. Bill, George Healy, and I frequently tipped

the jug together, and we were often joined by “Irish” McGovern, Jack

Rhodes, Al Dixon, and other cowboys of that area who were all good

friends, we didn’t get hog-drunk, and none of us were alcoholics, just a

bunch of young men out to enjoy life and have a good time.

In Benton, E.L. Gay was editor of the Benton County Banner, our

first and only newspaper.1a He was a good man, intelligent and a fine

writer, and he worked hard to make our town a leader in the area. My

pal John (Irish) McGovern ran the livery stable for a while, when he

tried to quit punching cows. He was the best bronc rider in the

neighborhood, though to look him over you wouldn’t guess he could

ride out alone and bring in the milk cows. But he was all for fun. Old

James (Medicine) Steadman, the father of Ben and Stella, was a town

character who had earned his nickname when he prescribed some

physic pills for a sick Indian a wandering tribe had left in Benton.

Before leaving, the Indian’s friends administered the entire package of

pills Steadman had sold them, and the brave nearly died. After three

days sitting in the sod john, back of Tom Parker’s saloon, the brave

left, following the trail of his friends. “White man heap run’em,

stink’em, kill’em sick Injun,” he told Tom, who had let him sleep in the 

saloon’s bullpen. “Me go die with good Injun friends.”

Belle Perkins was our first school ma’am, and she was highly

respected by all in Benton. She was paid $1 a month per child, and

taught a four-month term in the little sod schoolhouse. She had

students who were grown men and women. At that time Healy

Brothers had a middle-aged cowboy named Jack Larsman—some

called him Landsman—who came from Texas. He was a lanky bronc

rider who often rode the rough strings. Jack started riding into Benton
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and back to the ranch daily to learn to read and write. It was such a long 

ride that Healy couldn’t get any work out of Jack, so he told him to stay 

in town during the school term and just return Saturdays and Sundays

to the ranch for work. George even paid his board and room in town

while he was learning, for George admired education and was himself

reading law books to become a lawyer. So Jack stayed at the Benton

Hotel and attended school with the children.

This arrangement worked fine. In just a term or two Jack learned to 

“read and write and cipher to the rule of three,” as he once told me. But

he was no good as a cowboy after that, for he wanted then to teach

school. He left there not long afterward, and someone said he taught a

school at the head of Palo Duro. But I never learned what happened to

him.

Mr. and Mrs. Ansel Groves operated the Benton Hotel, and they

had three charming daughters, Alice, Della, and Bertha. I had made the 

acquaintance of Miss Alice Groves during the trial of Broadhearst, for

I stayed at the hotel, and now that I had some jingle in my pockets and

good prospects ahead I began to think about marriage. So I paid much

attention to Alice during that period and in the course of my courtship I 

made George Healy acquainted with Lydia Savage, the pretty daughter 

of Judge John Savage. When George and I had both been successful in

persuading the girls to say Yes, we decided a double wedding would be 

the thing and set the date. For some reason or other George and Lydia

decided to wait, but Alice and I went ahead with our plans and engaged 

a minister from Meade, Kansas, to come down to the Strip and tie the

knot. I believe this must have been one of the first, if not the first

wedding, in No Man’s Land, in 1886.

A wedding in those days was an important event, and we invited

practically everyone in the Strip and from north Texas to attend. And

most of them came! Following the ceremony, we had a dance every

night and a feast every day for three days and nights. The Groves

family kept the tables loaded with food; the men visited at the saloons

at regular intervals to brighten themselves up. I saw to it that there was

plenty of free liquor and beer to drink.

One old boy, Thunder Thompson, would often ride into Benton,

get soused, and pay Mr. Gay for a subscription to his newspaper. Gay
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said Thunder did this so often that within a year he had his subscription 

paid up to the year 1996. Thunder failed to attend my wedding and I

later asked him why. He told me, “That man Gay already has nineteen

papers coming to my ranch every week, and damned if I want twenty!”

How different those dances were compared to these of today! The

boys in those days enjoyed a drink just as they do now. But we never

would have thought of taking the ladies into a bar or saloon with us,

and they would have slapped the face of any boy suggesting such a

thing. We bought cloves, and chewed parched coffee, to keep the

girls—and particularly their Ma-mas—from knowing we had taken a

drink! Yet if any cowboy or granger had tried to raise a disturbance in

the room where we were dancing, we would have hog-tied him like a

choused up steer to keep him silent.

Our wedding was a wonderful, a beautiful, and an unforgettable

experience for both Alice and me. We had never known such attention

before, and were flattered by it and our hearts warmed by these

friendships so openly expressed during this time. It was also the only

occasion at which I ever saw the mothers of babes give their children

laudanum to make them sleep, then coffee, a few hours later to awaken

them! Later, about 1890, George Healy and Lydia married, and we

repeated the performance, but not on quite such a grand scale.

My wife proved to be all that any man can expect in a woman. She

was a slim, lovely brunette with deep brown eyes and a creamy

complexion, with soft skin and a most loving disposition. I had never

courted a girl before, and had not Alice’s parents, with great

understanding of my shyness, made many meetings possible for the

two of us and encouraged me in every way to come and visit their

daughter, I would never have won her attention, for I was but one of the 

many swains attracted to her.

The Groves family was from Indiana, and they were fine people.

They not only cared for their own, but had taken a small orphan boy to

raise. His name was Elery Cooper, and he later was a printer and also

taught school on the Coldwater, where he had to whip several of the

toughest young fighters in the neighborhood to maintain control over

his schoolroom. Elery wouldn’t tolerate any foolishness where he

taught. Once he had trouble with two male parents who upheld their
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sons in their orneriness. Elery just took off his coat and vest, laid them

on a desk and told the two fathers, “If I have to discipline fathers, too,

we may as well begin right here. Which of you two wants to be first?”

That ended the matter, for neither parent wanted to test Elery’s mettle

that day. Elery later started up the Santa Rosa Star, and newspaper in

Santa Rosa, New Mexico, when the Rock Island Railroad built down

through there in 1903. He earned a reputation there of being a “fighting 

editor.”

In the first few weeks following our marriage, I divided my time

between the Healy ranch, where I worked, and the Benton Hotel,

where Alice and I first stayed, for we had not yet decided where we

would live. During these weeks George Healy and I had some

heart-to-heart talks about the cattle business, and especially about my

way of looking at it.

At that time in the cow country there was a custom which we

cowboys called “playing even.” It was a range rule that was fair

enough for all owners concerned, and it helped keep down trouble over 

cattle. It worked this way: If you were a range foreman, as I was for the

Healy spread, or were a ranch manager for a cattle company, and

happened to get more mavericks—unbranded cattle—than really

belonged to your outfit, you were considered to be just working

honestly for your company, not stealing. That is, you were “playing

even,” as we called it. For the next time it was the natural run-of-luck

that some other company would get and take the advantage. Seldom, if

ever, would a range foreman or manger ever be questioned by officers

of any other ranch or company for having extra calves or other cattle in

his gather.

Likewise, if you sent one of your boys out to cut out a fat beef for

the ranch table, that boy would never bring up, rope, or butcher an

animal bearing his own ranch brand. He would look first for a

maverick, and then probably settle for a beef wearing a neighboring

ranch brand. Now that, too, was not considered stealing, or dishonest,

for everyone did it. If you didn’t do it, you would not be “playing

even” for your employer, for you would be eating your own beef while

everyone else was eating it, too. In those days if you wanted your own

beef to eat, you took dinner at a neighbor’s!
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C. "Bravo Juan": 237,
241

Mule Mountains (AZ):
198

Murphy, Jim: 179
Muscatine Cattle

Company: 104
Musgrave, George: 211,

234
Mussett, Wash: 36, 48

N
Naco Hotel: 194
Naco War: 211
Naco, AZ: 181, 191, 193,

198, 228, 230, 248,
257

Naco, Sonora: 193, 197,
221, 231, 238

Nation, Carrie: 57
Nave, Dick: 49
Needles Mining

Company: 275
Neff Ranch: 276
Neff, Boss:  52, 92, 115,

277, 290
Nelson, Oliver: 59
Neutral City: 59
Niggerhead Mountain:

269
No Man’s Land (ro Public 

Land Strip or Neutral
Strip: 33, 35-36, 46,
58, 60, 67, 69, 125,
130, 147, 156, 158,
163, 179

Nobles Hotel: 35, 46, 58,
60, 67, 69, 125, 130,
147, 156, 158, 179,
35, 46, 58, 60, 67, 69,
125, 130, 147, 156,
158, 179,  249

Nogales Oasis: 221
Nogales, Sonora: 204,

216, 219, 228
Nolan, Bill: 258

O

O Bar L Connected brand: 
47

O Bar L Ranch: 47
O’Loughlin, John: 50
Obregon, General: 196
Odem, Tobe (Red): 38
Offett, Elmore & Cooper

Company: 82
Ogallalie, NE: 29, 179
OK brand: 39
OK Corral: 249
Oklahoma Territory: 79
Old Indian Trail: 104
Oldham, John: 254
Ong, Maggie (Mrs Harry

Reas): 40
Optima, OK: 115
Organic Act: 60, 65
Organic Law: 46
Orozco, General: 257
Osgood Hotel: 133, 142
Over Ranch: 276
Over, John E.: 41, 43, 52,

82, 117-118, 148, 158, 
168

Owints, Lewis: 238
OX Ranch: 115

P
Packard, B.A.: 253
Packsaddle Creek: 47
Paige, Sid: 238
Palo Duro Creek: 50
Panhandle City, Tx: 159
Paris, Tx: 35
Parker, Tom: 83
Parson, Charley: 60
Parson, Lyman: 60
Pastime Pool Hall: 252
Pawnee Bill: 77, 279
Pawnee, OK: 279
Payne, Bob: 283
Payne, Captian: 77
Payson, AZ: 152, 177,

183,236
Pearce, AZ: 237, 251,

253, 275
Pearson, Chihuahua: 262
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Pecos River: 156
Perkins, Belle: 83
Perkins, Grant: 45
Peters, Adolph: 50
Phelps-Dodge Mining:

193
Pinal County, Az: 198
Pine, AZ: 152
Pinos Wells, NM: 174
Pinto Creek: 45
Pioneer Day Celebration:

285
Pioneer Reunion: 276
Platte River: 38
Point of Rocks: 47
Powell, Cole: 231
Powers, Bud: 203, 247
Powers, Emmet: 49
Powers, Jack: 203
Prairie Cattle Co: .34
Price, Francis C. (Judge):

131, 281
Protection, KS: 46
Public Land Strip: 36, 101
Pussy Cat Nell: 102

Q
Quartercircle Q Ranch: 94
Quartercircle W Ranch:

60
Quartercircle W range: 48
Quinlan,Mr. (trail boss):

23

R
R Bar S brand: 40
Ragsdale, Johnny: 242
Ramsey, Harry: 185, 193,

205, 207, 215, 217,
229

Rancho Escondido: 242
Reas, Harry: 38, 40
Red River, TX: 25, 38,181
Reed, Scott: 175,183
Reichart, Curt: 290
Renauds Brothers: 253
Reynolds Cattle

Company: 118

Rhodes, F.M. (Jack): 83.
100, 128, 133, 140,
160

Rhodes, Joe: 221, 231
Rio Grande River: 171
Rio Popigochic,

Chihuahua, Mex.: 260
Rio Puerco: 237
River Trail: 33
Roberts, Mr: 191
Robertson, Cristy: 238
Robertson, Edith: 239
Robertson, Ethel: 239
Rock Island Railroad: 101
Rocknole, Charlie: 59
Ross, Doc: 50
Roswell, NM: 156
Rothwell, OK: 69
Round Rock, Texas: 179
Round Timbers: 42
Runyon, Tom: 143
Rupe, Steve: 49
Ryan, Pat: 48
Rynearson, Charley: 159,

161, 167

S
Safford, AZ: 156,185
Salazar, General: 257
Sample, Ed: 128, 134,

162-163
San Antonio, NM: 30,

171, 177
San Antonio, TX: 43,175
San Francisco Mountains:

177
San Jose Mountains: 212
San Pedro River: 191-192, 

205, 243
Sand Creek: 47
Sanders, Charley: 212
Sandiford: "Shy": 51
Santa Anna Gap: 22
Santa Anna Mountains: 42
Santa Rosa, NM: 86, 174
Savage, John: 66, 68, 71,

78, 84
Savage, Lydia: 84

Savarzo, Señor: 200, 203
Schieffelin Hall: 249, 256
Sebra, Charley: 60
Separ, NM: 236
Seymour, Texas: 24
Shade County: 46
Sharps Creek: 148
Short, Luke: 269
Shouse, Bill: 49
Simms, Billy: 30
Sixteen Mile Creek: 47
Skull Spring: 117
Slapout, OK: 60
Smith, Bob: 60
Smith, Charley: 45
Smith, G.C.: 35
Snyder, Albert: 275
Socorro, NM: 171, 175 -

176
Sonora River: 234, 241
Sonora, AZ: 258
Soto & Renaud

Mercantile Company:
252

Soto Brothers:  253
Soto, Mr: 185
South Canadian River: 47, 

95
Southwestern Railroad:

197
Spencer, Ear: l136
Spicer, Judge: 249
Spindles, George: 208
Spindles, Lucy: 250
Springer County (Old)

(Cimarron Territory):
46

Sprowl, George: 40
Spur Ranch: 176
Standifer, Wes: 25
Star Mail Service: 34
Steadman, James:  83
Steele, Robert "Bob": 34,

36, 49
Stevens County, KS: 102
Stevens, Charlie: 38
Stewart, M.C.: 157
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Stiles, Billy: 180, 190,
237, 240, 243

Stiles-Alvord Gang: 237
Stilwell, Jack: 238
Stratton, Carl H.: 279
Strong, Dr. E.B.N.: 45
Sulphur Springs

Valley185
Sulphur Springs Valley

Cattle Company: 254
Sunset County (Cimarron

Territory): 46
Sutter, Judge: 56,61
Sutter’s Cave : 46

T
Taintor Ranch: 276
Taintor, Fred: 36
Tascosa, TX: 118
Teepee Creek: 104
Telfer, Adam: 48
Terrazas, Don Luis: 196
Terrazas,Luis: 259
Territory of New Mexico:

33
Texas Cattle Trail: 22, 31
Texas Panhandle: 33, 82
The Naco War: 229
The New York Cattle

Company: 39
The Nogales Oasis:  228
Thompson, Ben: 30
Thompson, Henry: 152,

183
Thompson, Thunder: 84
Three-Fingered-Jack: 240
Threlkeld, Hooker: 52
Thurman, Al: 35
Timber Creek: 45,50
TK brand: 39, 122
Tombstone Consolidated

Mining Company: 
249

Tombstone Epitaph: 249
Tombstone Prospector:

249, 252
Tombstone, AZ: 186, 193, 

249

Towers & Gudgel’s OX
Ranch: 106

Tracy, Fred: 98
Trammell, Frank: 203
Turner County (Old)

(Cimarron Territory):
46

Tuttle Trail: 43, 87, 120
TXA brand: 122
Tyrone, OK: 48, 101

V
Valencia, Mary: 250
Valentine, NE: 123, 129
Vanderlip, Frank: 59
Vaudeville Theater3: 0
Vaughn, J.N.: 192
Vigilance Committee: 56
Villa, Pancho (General): 

159, 259

W
Wagner, Joe: 198
Ward, Charlie: 278
Warren, AZ: 193
Washington, Mr.: 253
Wells,W.H.: 276
Western Cattle Trail: 34
Western Kansas Cattle

Growers Association:
36, 43

Western Trail: 22, 38, 43,
87, 101

Westmoreland-Hitch
Ranch: 118

Whipple, J.N.: 108
Whitcomb, Rance: 29
White City: 101
White House Saloon: 271, 

273
White Oaks, NM: 174
White, Scott: 194
Wichita River: 24
Wichita, KS:  35
Wild Horse Lake: 102,

104, 225
Wild West Shows of

Buffalo Bill: 90

Willcox, AZ: 185,237
Williamson County, TX:

179
Willingham, Cape: 137
Wolf Creek: 47-48. 93
Woodsdale, KS: 103
Woodward, O.T.: 162
Woodward, OK: 54
Word & Byler Ranch: 40
Wright, Burris: 154, 277,

290
Wright, Capt. Henry H.:

222, 228
Wright, Ray: 277
Wright, Robert M (Bob):

48, 60, 107

Y
Yaqui River:  265
Yellow Snake Saloon: 102
YJ brand: 47
YL Ranch: 31, 33-34,

39-40, 44, 48-49, 59, 
62, 72, 90, 98, 136,
154, 159, 167, 276,
279

YO Ranch: 157
Yoas, Tom (Brave Jaun):

239-240
York, John: 216
York, "Kid": 39
York, T.I. (Tom): 211,

215, 219
Young Cole (Estes): 234,

237
Young, Alex: 31, 38,

40-41, 44, 48-49, 62

Z
ZH Range: 104
Zulu, TX: 34
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